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PANTHERS GET GOVERNED
Men’s basketball lose 92- 84 to Austin 
Peay in Saturday’s game.
PAGE 8
MOLLY DOTSON | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Jenel Murray, a community member and former Eastern student, sings the Black National Anthem during the Martin Luther King Jr. ceremony in the 
Grand Ballroom of the Martin Luther King Jr. University Union. 
By Analicia Haynes
Online Editor | @Haynes1943
Workgroup no. 8, Academic Vision-
ing I, established a town hall meeting 
to collect feedback and discussed sev-
eral micro-degree proposals at its meet-
ing Friday. 
With the deadline to submit the fi-
nal report still months away, Work-
group Chair Jeff Stowell, a psychology 
professor, said the group still needs to 
fill the gap with micro-degrees and how 
members are going to go about collect-
ing feedback. 
Stowell asked Workgroup members 
whether they should use surveys, town 
hall meetings, or both. 
Workgroup member Nora Pat Small, 
interim chair of the history department, 
said they should deploy both. 
“The question is time,” Small said. 
Kelly Miller, the interim Director of 
Admissions, said they should narrow 
down the topic of discussion. She asked 
what the main focus of the surveys and 
town hall meetings should be.
Stowell responded by saying the pri-
oritization of their recommendations 
should be the focus. 
Amy Rosenstein, special education 
professor, said Workgroup members 
need to make sure they are asking peo-
ple to give broad and intentional re-
sponses. 
“I don’t want to ask for feedback 
then not use it, or perceive that it had 
not been used or ask for feedback and 
it not have been really needed,” Rosen-
stein said. 
Biological sciences professor Britto 
Nathan said he votes for the town hall-
style meetings for feedback and said the 
group should ask the campus commu-
nity what they would like.  
“I like a one-on-one conversation,” 
Nathan said. “All these numbers (from 
the surveys) may not mean anything to 
me in the end.” 
Nathan suggested hosting two sep-
arate meetings to encourage feedback 
and offered the idea of announcing the 
Workgroup’s charges at these meetings, 
then asking for comments. 
He also recommended sending out 
emails to faculty members with the 
Workgroup’s charge and asking for in-
put. 
“You have an idea, you tell me,” Na-
than said. “We talk about it, we’ll think 
about. I need to understand what you’re 
trying to tell me.” 
Rosenstein asked if the members 
should have an auditorium open-
style meeting or a breakout town hall 
meeting. 
Work-
group 
sets 
date for 
town hall 
meeting
NAACP hosts Martin 
Luther King Jr. Day vigil
By Loren Dickson
Contributing Writer | @DEN_News
An array of voices joined togeth-
er to sing, pray and discuss the lega-
cy of Martin Luther King Jr. at a vig-
il Monday.
Faculty members, students and 
community members walked from 
Thomas to the Grand Ballroom, in 
the Martin Luther King Jr. Universi-
ty Union.
This was Eastern’s 30th vigil in 
honor of King. 
The vigil, titled The Audacity to 
Still Dream, also consisted of piano 
playing, a poetry reading, prayer and 
a discussion panel.
Deja Dade, a junior communica-
tion studies and theatre arts major, 
presented a poem titled 
“The Ultimate Dreamer.”
“That on this life-changing day, a 
person with my blood can call them-
selves a CEO, doctor, lawyer, or even 
the first African-American president 
of the United States,” Dade recited. 
“Your dream made us see things in a 
reality, teaching us that we are worthy 
and can achieve it all.”
Jenel Murry, a community mem-
ber, sang “Lift Every Voice and Sing” 
also known as the “Black National 
Anthem.”
Murry’s voice projected throughout 
the University’s ballroom as she sang 
the lyrics, “We have come over a way 
that with tears has been watered. We 
have come, treading our path through 
the blood of the slaughtered, out from 
the gloomy past. Till now we stand 
at last, where the white gleam of our 
bright star is cast.”
An award was also presented at the 
tribute. Maggie Burkhead, the direc-
tor of TRiO, received the MLK Hu-
manitarian award.
During the discussion panel, a 
question was asked about how tech-
nology can be used to advance the 
present-day civil rights movement.
Jerome Hampton, a junior busi-
ness management major, said there 
are books that can be used to educate 
people on how to reach crowds using 
different platforms.
“I want people to know that you 
can use social media as a way to have 
your voice heard by millions of peo-
ple,” Hampton said.
Hampton said that he decided to 
participate in the tribute because it 
gave him a chance to have a voice and 
to share his perspective.
“My philosophy is that you have 
to lead by example, and that is what 
Martin Luther King has taught me,” 
Hampton said.
Yolanda Williams, an academic ad-
viser for the Gateway program, also 
participated in the discussion. 
“Before we discuss racism, social 
ills and our responsibility, we have 
to understand the history of African-
Americans,” Williams said. 
Williams said what she enjoyed 
most about participating in the trib-
ute is remembering Martin Luther 
King Jr. and how he has affected her 
personally.
“He is still influencing people and 
making a difference all these years lat-
er,” she said.
Jeffton Jones, assistant pastor for 
ACTS campus ministry, said this is 
a sentimental and sacred day that we 
should celebrate.
“I’ve got my own dream, where I 
pray that one day, similar to Martin 
Luther King’s, that we can all just fall 
in love with Jesus. That is my hope,” 
he said.
Jones said that King has positive-
ly impacted his life because as he is a 
black male, King has set the tone for 
equality and made it possible for him 
to be treated fairly.
After the discussion, everyone 
joined hands while Jones closed the 
tribute with a prayer.
“We thank you for life. We thank 
you for everything you’ve given to 
us, Jesus. Lord we know that we have 
many more things to accomplish 
while being on this earth and we’re 
praying for your strength to do these 
things,” Jones said.
Loren Dickson can be reached at  
581-2812 or ladickson@eiu.edu
PANTHERS VOLUNTEER
Eastern students volunteer their time 
on Martin Luther King Jr. Day of 
Service
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CHICAGO (AP) — The re-
lease of a damning Department of 
Justice report, which found civ-
il rights abuses permeate Chicago's 
12,000-officer police force, was in 
many ways just the start of a process 
that could take a decade or more.
Chicago's is among the largest 
police departments ever investigated 
since Congress in 1994 granted the 
Justice Department powers to do so 
and to force reforms if deep-seed vi-
olations are discovered.
The 161-page report found of-
ficers were too quick to use exces-
sive force, shooting at suspects even 
when they posed no threat. It also 
pointed to a "pervasive cover-up 
culture." The document blamed bad 
often-deficient training, describing 
one instance where an aspiring of-
ficer slept through an academy class 
on the proper use of force.
The most immediate priority is 
to explain the findings to city and 
community leaders, as well as to of-
ficers. Leader of Chicago's police 
union held a conference call Fri-
day with Justice Department offi-
cials within hours of the report be-
ing released.
Bilateral, closed-door negotia-
tions between city officials and Jus-
tice Department counterparts to 
hammer out a detailed reform plan. 
Talks with far smaller cities have 
taken more than six months; nego-
tiations with Chicago are likely to 
last at least that long.
President Barack Obama's ad-
ministration launched the probe in 
2015 after a video showed a white 
officer fatally shooting black teen 
Laquan McDonald 16 times. But 
once President-elect Donald Trump 
is inaugurated this week, his ap-
pointees will be in charge. Career 
Justice Department staff could offer 
continuity, though Trump appoin-
tees could intervene to alter aspects 
of the process.
Some reform plans seek "sus-
tained compliance" within two to 
four years. Reforms in larger depart-
ments with a history of abuses, like 
Chicago's, can take much longer. 
An investigation of the Los Angeles 
Police Department started in 1996 
and a consent decree was in place 
by 2001 While the LAPD had com-
plied with key provisions by 2009, 
it was only in 2013 that a federal 
judge ended all court oversight.
WASHINGTON (AP) — Re-
publicans have won a gateway vic-
tory in Congress in their seven-
year trek toward scuttling Presi-
dent Barack Obama's health care 
law. Now with Donald Trump a 
week from taking the presidential 
oath, achieving that goal is possi-
ble, but the pressure is on for them 
to deliver a final product.
With a near party-line 227-198 
House vote, Congress gave final 
approval Friday to a budget that 
will ease passage of a still-unwrit-
ten bill replacing Obama's over-
haul with a GOP edit ion. The 
budget — the Senate approved it 
Thursday — bars Democratic sen-
ators from blocking that future 
legislation with a filibuster.
The budget's approval, with just 
nine Republicans in the House and 
one in the Senate voting no, sig-
naled that the party is ready to 
charge into a defining battle that 
will be risky. While GOP candi-
dates — including Trump — have 
run for years pledging to disman-
tle Obama's 2010 statute, internal 
divisions abound over how to do 
it and many Republicans are leery 
of stripping coverage from the 20 
million Americans who gained it 
under that law.
The budget "gives us the tools 
we need for a step-by-step ap-
proach to fix these problems and 
put Americans back in control of 
their health care," House Speaker 
Paul Ryan, R-Wis., said after the 
vote.
Friday's roll call sets the stage 
for what likely will be weeks or 
months — at least — of GOP ef-
forts to write legislation and push 
it through Congress. While that 
will be challenging, the alterna-
tive seems potentially devastating 
— gaining control of the White 
House and Congress but failing to 
deliver on a promise to repeal and 
replace Obama's law, which GOP 
voters despise.
"I think the leaders will keep 
a very close watch on where the 
members stand before they roll the 
dice" on a vote on later legislation 
erasing that law, said Rep. Lou 
Barletta, R-Pa.
Much of Friday's debate under-
scored the sharp-elbowed politics 
of the issue.
"People in Michigan, Pennsyl-
vania, Wisconsin, Ohio, screwed," 
said Rep. Hakeem Jeffries, D-N.Y., 
citing places where he said voters 
would suffer from the health law's 
repeal — which also were normal-
ly reliably Democratic states that 
Trump won on Election Day. Con-
tinuing the theme of highlighting 
Trump voters, Jeffries added, "Peo-
ple in Appalachia and rural Ameri-
ca, screwed."
Democrats praised the law for 
extending coverage to tens of mil-
lions of Americans and helping 
many millions more afford policies 
and buy prescriptions. Rep. John 
Yarmuth, D-Ky., said rather than 
"repeal and replace," Republicans 
should name their effort "repeal 
and repent" because of the harm 
they were about to cause to voters.
No. 3 House GOP leader Steve 
Scal i se  of  Louis iana aimed his 
rhetoric at Democrats defending 
one of Obama's proudest legisla-
tive achievements, a law that Re-
publicans say missed its goals of 
cutting consumers' medical costs 
and increasing access to doctors.
"This should not be about pre-
serving somebody's legacy," Scal-
ise said. "It should be about fulfill-
ing those promises to the Ameri-
can people that were broken."
Approval of the budget means 
Senate Democrats won't be al-
lowed to filibuster the future re-
peal-and-replace bill — a pivotal 
advantage for Republicans. They 
control the Senate 52-48, but it 
takes 60 votes to end filibusters, 
which are endless procedural de-
lays that can scuttle legislation.
Congressional Republicans have 
made annulling Obama's law and 
replacing it a top goal for the past 
seven years .  GOP ri f t s  and an 
Obama veto prevented them from 
achieving anything other  than 
holding scores of votes that served 
as political messaging.
Trump a l so  made  t a rge t ing 
Obama's statute a primary target 
during his campaign. At his news 
conference Wednesday, Trump — 
who's supplied few details of what 
he wants — said his emerging plan 
will be "far less expensive and far 
better" than the statute.
Despite their conceptual unity, 
plenty of Republicans have shown 
skittishness about the political re-
percussions of plunging into a bat-
tle that, with Trump in the White 
House, puts enacting new laws 
within reach.
Many congressional Republi-
cans expressed opposition to lead-
ers' initial emphasis on first pass-
ing a repeal bill and then focusing 
on a replacement — a process that 
could produce a gap of months 
or longer. Trump has also pushed 
Congress to act fast.
Many Republicans have insist-
ed on learning how their party will 
re-craft the nation's $3 trillion-a-
year health care system before vot-
ing to void existing programs.
There are internal GOP chasms 
over Republican leaders' plans to 
use their bill to halt federal pay-
ments to Planned Parenthood and 
pare Medicaid coverage. There are 
also disagreements over how to pay 
for the GOP replacement, with 
many Republicans leery of Ryan's 
proposal to tax part of the value of 
some health insurance provided by 
Pressures on GOP to deliver health care 
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Graduating?
LAST CALL, LAST DAYS FOR
SENIOR PORTRAITS!
It may seem hard to believe, but this 
milestone is rapidly approaching:                      
Commencement!
Make sure that your years of study 
and hard work are remembered in 
the 2016-17 EIU Warbler.
Senior portraits are FREE and may be 
booked at:
WWW.LAURENSTUDIOS.COM
Use Panthers for your client ID
Book your appointment now!           
Sessions will be held       
2522 Buzzard Hall, Journalism 
Conference Room
Jan. 16-19, 9am-5pm
Staff Report | @DEN_News
Eastern students who have used the 
Booth Library for research are eligible 
to enter the library’s Awards for Ex-
cellence in Student Research and Cre-
ativity” program.
A potential $300 in cash prizes 
could be awarded if campus finances 
allow, along with certificates of recog-
nition.
According to a press release, the 
student entry “may be a written work, 
art piece, exhibit, musical work, doc-
umentary, performance or another 
format.”
The guidelines, application and 
form can be found on the Booth Li-
brary’s website. 
For more information, those inter-
ested can call 581-6061.
Entries can be given to the Ad-
ministration Office, room 4700 of 
Booth Library. The deadline to en-
ter is March 24 and winners will be 
announced during National Library 
Week, April 10-14.
Entries should be delivered to the 
Administration Office, Room 4700, 
Booth Library, no later than March 
24. Recipients will be selected by 
April 7, and the winners will be an-
nounced during National Library 
Week, April 10-14. 
Any entries should have been com-
pleted within the last 12 months.
The News staff can be reached at 
581-2812 or 
dennewsdesk@gmail.com.
Students can now 
enter for research 
awards
Staff Report | @DEN_News
High school students who plan 
to attend Eastern can receive a new 
scholarship made possible, in part, 
by country singer Luke Bryan’s Farm 
Tour performance in Effingham. 
The scholarship, EIU Luke Bryan 
Farm Tour Scholarship, is one-time 
and will be for $2,000, according to 
a press release.
Applicants must be a high school 
senior graduating in Spring 2017 who 
attends high school in Coles, Clark, 
Cumberland, Douglas, Edgar, Eff-
ingham, Moultrie and Shelby coun-
ty. They must have a connection or 
background in agriculture or farming 
and complete the online application 
form with an essay. 
Applicants also need one letter of 
recommendation and must be admit-
ted to Eastern by March 15,2017, 
which is also when the scholarship 
materials are due.
Applications and letters of recom-
mendations can be submitted on the 
scholarship’s website.
For more information
College-bound individuals from 
the east-central Illinois region who 
plan to attend Eastern Illinois Uni-
versity will be among the latest to 
reap financial benefit from Bryan’s ef-
forts.  Four local students will receive 
a one-time $2,000 EIU Luke Bryan 
Farm Tour Scholarship, made possi-
ble, in part, through Bryan’s Oct. 15, 
2016, Farm Tour performance in Eff-
ingham.
The News staff can be reached at 
581-2812 or 
dennewsdesk@gmail.com.
High schoolers 
eligible for Luke 
Bryan Scholarship
Staff Report |@DEN_News
Students from Eastern won sever-
al awards at the annual Great Lakes 
Affiliate of College and University 
Residence Halls Regional Leader-
ship Conference in Milwaukee. 
According to a press release, stu-
dent leaders from Housing and 
Dining Services participated in 
GLACURH, a student-run organi-
zation that works with student life 
on colleges and campuses in Illinois, 
Indiana, Wisconsin, Michigan and 
Ontario, Canada.  
Greta Dieter, a senior political 
science major who works as a se-
nior staff assistant in Taylor Hall, 
received a GLACURH 2016 Top 
10 Program Award for her presenta-
Eastern 
students win at 
GLACURH
Deadline to enter: 
March 24
tion, “Scenes from a Hat.”  
Victoria Cox, a freshman elemen-
tary education major, shared co-pre-
senting responsibilities.
Kiyla Devoss, a senior geogra-
phy major and Rachael Johnson, a 
senior chemistry major were picked 
to present during the School of the 
Year award final presentations.
Pemberton’s Hall council was 
recognized with a “Regional of the 
Month Award.”
Mark Hudson, director of hous-
ing and dining services, also was 
g i ven  the  Ha l l enbeck  Se r v i ce 
Award.
The News staff can be reached at 
581-2812 or 
dennewsdesk@gmail.com.
Awards for Excellence 
in Student Research 
Winners Chosen: 
By April 7
Winners 
Announced : 
Week of April 10-
14
Entry Drop off:
Room 4700 in 
Booth Library 
C AMELIA NICHOLSON | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Darien Ghostone and Justin Earls of Alpha Phi Alpha Incorporated volunteer in the Martin Luther King Jr. 
University Union to celebrate  in contribution to Martin Luther King Jr. Day.
Martin Luther King Jr. service day
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Editorial Board
Staff Editorial
The daily editorial is the majority opinion of 
the editorial board of The Daily Eastern News.
Letters to the Editor
Have a rebuttal to offer a columnist? 
Want to dissect a comic? Did the editorial 
strike a chord with you? Send your thoughts 
to opinions.DEN@gmail.com. Letters to the 
editor should be fewer than 250 words in 
length.
Reflection on coming to America: part two
Late class 
start times a 
blessing in 
disguise King’s vision must still be upheld, protected 
COURTNEY SHEPHERD | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
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The Oregon Trail
April 4th, 1968, 48 years ago: the day a hero 
was killed because of what he stood up for, because 
he said something that challenged the status quo.
Martin Luther King Jr., one of the leaders of the 
Civil Rights Movement, was assassinated on the 
day history wept and a whole nation was reborn. 
The man could only be described as a legend; he 
was there when then-president Lyndon B. John-
son signed the Civil Rights Act of 1964, which 
was only the beginning of a dream, but his life was 
ended before he could see his entire dream come 
to life. 
As many of us sat around enjoying our day off, 
we neglected to remember the sacrifice Dr. King 
made for the people of this country and what his 
life meant to this nation. 
One man was able to represent what equality 
meant, what freedom meant and just how impor-
tant they both were. 
Unfortunately, though the wretched and im-
moral signs are gone and the remnants of Jim 
Crow lie only in pictures and memory banks, 
it is clear that the dream has still yet to be fully 
achieved and the fight is far from over. 
As Dr. King put it, “This is no time to engage 
in the luxury of cooling of or to take the tranquil-
izing drug of gradualism. Now is the time to make 
real the promises of democracy... now is the time 
to make justice a reality for all of God’s children. 
It would be fatal for the nation to overlook the ur-
gency of the moment.” 
It is troubling, we feel, how appropriate this 
quote is not only for 1963 but 2017. Only time 
has changed while mindsets and perceptions re-
main in tact, cleverly recycled from generation to 
generation. 
We, the staff at The Daily Eastern News, feel that 
now is not the time to pretend that the social cli-
mate in this nation has mysteriously disappeared 
over night as if we are just hiding it from a hero’s 
birthday in the name of achievement of a so called 
dream.
Everywhere we look it is nothing but racial ten-
sion, and that in itself is a mere understatement. 
All over this nation Americans are pitted against 
each other all because of stereotypes that produce 
this alleged fear that a red-faced moron continu-
ously preaches to be true almost as if it has become 
his doctrine. 
48 years ago, and it seems as though nothing 
has changed. We make claims that a bill has be-
come our salvation and put to rest centuries of seg-
regation, but that is only a piece of paper. 
It does not hide the fact that discrimination is 
still prominent in everyday life, especially if you 
have a darker complexion.
The editorial staff at The Daily Eastern News feel 
the need to remind the campus community and 
the Charleston area of Dr. King’s words and to re-
mind us all to fight to keep the dream alive now 
more than ever. 
“I have a dream that my four little children will 
one day live in a nation where they will not be 
judged by the color of their skin but by the con-
tent of their character:” those words still resonate 
in the minds of many Americans who foster the 
same dream and have tried their hardest to keep 
that dream alive. 
Yes, we have come a long way, but it is hard to 
pin point just what shows for that. 
48 years ago a man was killed for having a 
dream. Find your morals, know right from wrong 
and know the definition of human rights. Only 
then can we keep the dream alive. 
 
“Reflection on coming to America” is a two-
part column. Part one appeared in the Jan. 
10th edition and is available online.
I must mention that the Charleston commu-
nity was welcoming to international students. On 
the first day of orientation at Eastern, Salisbury, 
a church Madison avenue, hosted new students 
to an assortment of American dishes in its pala-
tial space. 
The following day, the Newman Center re-
peated the same gesture, this time, with a sale of 
household appliances and other odds and ends at 
very affordable prices. Some Charleston residents 
also volunteered time to help students settle and 
gave useful information on finding accommoda-
tion. 
But once settled, there were few distractions 
or side attractions away from school life. A fel-
low student from India kept asking me “what do 
students here do for fun?” I had no answer for 
him. Thankfully, as the days went by I made a 
few friends and played soccer and ping pong a 
few times. I also came to enjoy the game of pool. 
But mostly, I kept to quiet rhythms. 
The Office of International Students and 
Scholars also had a Family and Friends Program 
which matched interested international students 
with local couples. I was paired with Jim and 
Rayma Laughlin, a couple in their sixties who 
had been married for 45 years. I meet Jim and 
Rayma in February 2016 in their house on Fair-
field Lane.
There is something exotic about meeting peo-
ple from other countries or cultures. Jim and 
Rayma had a genuine interest in people from 
other places. We had long conversations over 
lunch or sometimes dinner at their house and 
elsewhere.
One sunny afternoon, we went to a baseball 
game featuring their grandson, a spry little boy 
called Henry, at Lincoln Park. It was my first 
game. I knew little about the rules, being more 
of a soccer fan. 
The crowd at the game was giddy with excite-
ment. There were lots of cheering, catcalling and 
running around. At the end of the game, I was 
more confused about the rules.  Jim gave a me a 
book about baseball history and rules. That is the 
kind of guy he is.
Spring semester appeared to be a long haul. I 
had three classes, all with American professors. 
The thing I liked about these folks was their lib-
eral streak. You could argue, disagree or even tell 
a professor that he sucks (perhaps I exaggerated 
on that one), which I would never try that back 
home.
Of course, in the first few weeks I had some 
difficulty following one of my professors. I am 
sure he must have had a hard time understand-
ing some of my questions, too. But as the semes-
ter rolled on, we found a way of understanding 
each others’ twangs.
Sometime in the middle of the semester, I ran 
into a fellow, Mike, in one of the study rooms in 
the library. He was clutching a bible in his left 
hand. He had recently graduated and was in-
volved in some sort of campus ministry. As soon 
as I spoke, he recognized my accent as foreign. 
He engaged me further.
He was in the mood for conversation, but I 
wanted to get out of the place. We ended up talk-
ing for about 20 minutes. The crux of our con-
versation was the difference between the Amer-
ican society and mine back home. My take was 
short and simple. I told him I found the Ameri-
can society, compared to the one I grew up in, to 
be very individualistic. 
In retrospect, I must mention that I took a risk 
coming to America on my own without an ex-
plicit promise of funding or scholarship. After I 
paid the out-of-state fees of over $7,000 for the 
first semester, I was high and dry. I had hoped 
that with a stellar performance I would surely 
find some sorts of funding or scholarship. But at 
the end of the spring semester, nothing seemed to 
be forthcoming. I was desperate but managed to 
keep a cool head
However, in the summer of 2016, luck shone 
on me like a rising sun. I was employed as a stu-
dent worker at the Tarble Arts Centre, where two 
hardworking and ebullient women, director Re-
hema Barber and Sally Bock, the office adminis-
trator, took me under their wings. I worked there 
all through the summer. 
Just before the beginning of fall semester, I 
was employed as a graduate assistant, a position 
that covers full tuition and provides a month-
ly stipend. Things were looking up. That same 
week, my graduate advisor, Mukti Upadhyay, a 
well-versed professor from Nepal, emailed me to 
ask if I was still interested in a graduate assistant-
ship position in the department of economics. I 
thanked him but decided to remain at the Tarble.
Fall semester 2016 rolled away so fast with the 
hurlyburly of graduate school life. On most days, 
the weather was perfect or almost so. I was a lot 
busier. I got engaged more with campus activities, 
and indulged myself a little more. 
I cannot help feeling that I have left out many 
other important details of my experience so far. 
There are, also, other not-so-important details 
that would surely have made for interesting read-
ing. But for the sake of decorum, I will spare you 
those juicy, tiny tidbits.
Staff Columnist
Alex Bonnot
Since I was very young, I was always an early 
riser. Waking up for school at 6:30 in the morn-
ing was no problem because I would already be 
getting up around that time anyway. So, when I 
got to college I decided that earlier classes had 
to be better. Starting earlier would allow me to 
get done with my responsibilities earlier, that 
way I could have the rest of my day to myself 
and any errands I needed to run.
After many a semester running around to ear-
ly classes, I thought I had the system all figured 
out. Go to class in the morning, go to work af-
ter, go to the gym after that, find time to eat in 
between and then relax after I was all done. So, 
when I found out that all of my classes would 
either be night classes, or would not start until 
noon, I feared that I would have no time to do 
anything after my classes ended.
This semester taught me otherwise.
Then the semester started and I figured that 
instead of waiting to go to the gym until after I 
get out of class, I would go really early and have 
time to eat and shower before class. Once I fin-
ished all of that, I had a lot of time left over, so 
I decided to run a bunch of errands before class. 
When I was done with that, I still had almost 
two hours before my first class started, and for 
the first time, I really understood why later start 
times are better.
For a long time, I assumed that the only rea-
son people liked taking classes at later times was 
because they liked to sleep in, and while that 
may be the reason for some, I now know it is 
not the reason for all.
Finally, I was able to really get everything 
done in the morning and still have time to spare 
for myself. Before, I would frantically try to fit 
gym time into my schedule because I was so 
worried that I would not have enough time to 
do homework. Now, I go to the gym first thing; 
that way I do not have to worry about it later 
in the day.
Before, I felt super worried about relaxing af-
ter the gym because by the time I would get out 
and eat it would be about 7 PM and I would 
need to be working on homework. Now, I have 
time to spare after the gym and I even find my-
self looking for stuff to do.
So, if you are like me and think that early 
classes are the only way to go, I urge you to try 
later class times. Your early rising will allow you 
to find time to do other things you like to do 
before class, and you can do them without wor-
rying you will fall behind.
Alex Bonnot is a senior English language arts 
major. She can be reached at 581-2812 or 
agbonnot@eiu.edu.
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Eastern students give back for service day
By Kennedy Nolen
Multicultural Reporter | @KennedyNolenEIU
Nearly 200 students spent their day 
off from classes volunteering their time 
Monday during the Martin Luther 
King Jr. Day of Service.
Crystal Brown, assistant director of 
the Office of Civic Engagement and 
Volunteerism, said this year the stu-
dents made flower pots and plant-
ed seeds for seniors in local nursing 
homes.
The students also made recipe books 
for clients at local food pantries, put 
school supply kits together and made 
“pinecone love bugs” that will be sent 
to children in St. Jude Children’s Re-
search Hospital on Valentine’s Day. 
Brown said the love bugs are pinecones 
decorated as “cute and little” bugs.
The service projects are decid-
ed by what the nonprofit agencies in 
the community need, or what the Of-
fice of Civic Engagement and Volun-
teerism thinks would be beneficial.
“We try and pick projects that can 
help serve (nonprofit agencies), but 
also be meaningful for our students to 
work on,” Brown said.
Brown said volunteering on Martin 
Luther King Jr. Day is a great oppor-
tunity to honor King and his legacy. 
Students who give back will feel good 
about what they are doing while help-
ing people out, she said.
Emma Dambek, a sophomore his-
tory major, said she was volunteering 
on her day off because it is fun.
Dambek helped put school supplies 
kits together for local third through 
fifth grade students. The kits included 
a notebook, pencils, a folder, a high-
lighter, a glue stick, a toothbrush and 
other school items. 
Jennifer Folami, a sophomore bio-
logical sciences and communication 
studies majors, said she volunteered 
this year because last year was great. 
Folami packaged school supplies for 
students, made flowerpots for seniors 
and postcards for future Eastern stu-
dents, as well as recipe cards for the lo-
cal food pantry.
Folami said she will participate in 
every service day that she can until she 
graduates.
Adam Sandoval, a senior middle 
level education major, said he was vol-
unteering to represent the Latin Amer-
Rosenstein said the open-style meet-
ing may not promote everyone to be 
able to speak, as opposed to the break-
out sessions, where she said there could 
be several round tables with one facilita-
tor asking questions so everyone has the 
opportunity to give their feedback.  
Then, Rosenstein said everyone could 
come back as a group to discuss the 
main points collected from each table. 
However, Rosenstein said she was 
worried people might use these meetings 
as a platform to argue the recent recom-
mendations released by Workgroup no. 
7, looking at Aca-
demic Programs. 
But technology professor Peter Liu 
said this Workgroup is different than 
Workgroup no. 7 and does not think 
they will have the same amount of con-
troversy no. 7 garnered. 
He said meetings would be beneficial 
to the Workgroup in the future. 
The Workgroup planned for the first 
town hall meeting to be a round table 
style meeting set for 4 p.m. Thursday, 
Feb. 2. 
The group is still working on plan-
ning a location.
The Workgroup also asked for the 
feedback given to Workgroup no. 7 from 
the department chairs. 
Workgroup no.8 has January and 
February to collect feedback from the 
campus community. It will submit a pre-
liminary report on March 15 and the fi-
nal report will be submitted in April.
The Workgroup discussed two sub-
mitted suggestions for micro degrees, 
one of which came from Eastern Pres-
ident David Glassman, though it was 
originally from Erin Brown, in Financial 
Aid and Scholarships. 
Stowell said Brown sent an email to the 
Workgroup stating that students could be 
better prepared financially following grad-
uation and suggesting a financial litera-
cy course be a part of the senior seminar, 
which Stowell called “pretty ambitious.”
Stowell said Brown also suggested 
having the course at a foundations level, 
thus requiring most incoming freshmen 
students to learn the content. 
Small said there is no place for the 
course at the senior seminar level and it is 
not appropriate to be placed there. 
“It is appropriate to at least have 
some reflection of this in a foundations 
course,” she said.
Miller said the foundations courses 
are a great place to have a financial lesson 
but the only problem is that it is only 
open to freshmen and not all of them 
take the course. 
Liu said the Literacy in Financial Ed-
ucation Center offers a sort of financial 
literacy and though the material is not 
quite a micro-degree, it has the function 
for understanding finances.
Workgroup members agreed that 
though financial literacy is important for 
students, it is not a micro-degree.
Stowell said the Workgroup could 
recommend encouraging stronger focus 
on financial literacy in the foundations 
courses. 
The second micro-degree proposal 
evolved from the political science depart-
ment with professor Ryan Burge, who 
called it the data analysis micro-degree, 
Stowell said. 
After looking at the proposal, Stow-
ell said the proposed micro-degree offers 
high wages and potential jobs. 
According to the proposal, the possi-
ble micro-degree asks for a 12-15 credit 
course sequence that includes introduc-
tory material and a capstone project.
Small said the idea seemed convincing 
to her but she said she is still not clear 
on the difference between a micro-degree 
and a certification program or a minor. 
“It seems like a sound concept but I 
just don’t know what to call it,” she said. 
Stowell said he understands the intent 
is to have a stand-alone number of cours-
es that would result in a badge or certi-
fication, however several members were 
still confused on the definition.
Stowell said he would ask Task Force 
Chair Ryan Hendrickson on the clarifi-
cation between a micro-degree and a cer-
tification program or a minor as well as 
the structure of the micro-degree.
The other micro-degree mentioned 
was a mediation micro-degree. 
After sending in the Workgroup’s in-
terim report, Stowell and the other 
workgroup members decided to post the 
report on the vitalization project’s web 
page. 
“I think it needs to be out there so 
that people can see where we’re at,” 
Stowell said. 
The workgroup agreed to post the re-
port, however, Small said they should 
make it clear that the report is simply a 
report and not recommendations. 
Stowell also said he would send an 
email out to the faculty to notify them 
that the report is posted.
Analicia Haynes can be reached at 
581-2812 or achaynes@eiu.edu.
ican Student Organization.
This was Sandoval’s second time 
participating in the Day of Service. 
Last year, he cleaned the cultural cen-
ter. He said it was a lot of work, but it 
was worth it.
“It is nice knowing the students will 
have a clean environment to use,” San-
doval said.
The Office of Civic Engagement 
and Volunteerism partners with over 
70 local, nonprofit organizations on 
a regular basis throughout the year, 
Brown said.
“We work with them if they need 
volunteers, or we work with them to 
connect our students who want to vol-
unteer and give back,” she said.
Brown said there are three other ser-
vice days in addition to the Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. Day of Service. For in-
coming students in August, there is 
an activity called Jumpstart 2 G.I.V.E, 
where students work with the commu-
nity on a project.
National Make a Difference Day is 
another service day where the Office of 
Civic Engagement and Volunteerism 
partner with the organizers of Family 
Weekend, Brown said.
The last day is Panther Service Day 
in April.
Kennedy Nolen can be reached at 
581-2812 or kdnolen@eiu.edu.
JUSTIN BROWN | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Madeline Horath, a junior at Mattoon High School, carries books during 
the Douglas Hart Nature Center’s library organization Monday afternoon. 
Horath, a member of the National Honor Society, said volunteering 
provides an opportunity to learn new things and meet new people.
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Chair of School of Technology, Austin Cheney and Association of International Students Vice President, Tanmay Pant having a fun chat before the AIS bowling event on Sunday. The bowl-
ing event was an opportunity for all the new international students to come and mingle with other students in the organization. About 25 students participated in the event at EIU Lanes 
in Martin Luther King Jr. Union.
International students ‘strike-out’ 
Leasing for 2016-2017 affordable 
1& 2 bedroom apartments, 6 & 4 
bedroom house near campus great 
l o c a t i o n ,  V i l l a g e  R e n t a l s 
(217) 345-2516
________________________ 1/20
Awesome 3 bedroom townhouse 
c a l l  2 4  h o u r s  f o r  d e t a i l s 
(217) 549-2668
________________________ 1/25
Fall 2017. Group of 3, 4, or 5 per-
sons needed for 1837 11th Street. 
Close to campus. $300 per person. 
Will negotiate price. Garbage in-
cluded, snow removal. No money 
down at signing. Very nice 5 bed-
room 3 bath, 2 laundry areas, de-
tached garage for smokers, pet de-
posit  required. Call  or text 
(217) 728-7426.
_______________________ 01/31
Fall 2017. Very nice houses, town-
houses, and apartments for 1-8 
people. 1-3 blocks from campus. 
Rent $250 - $400 per person. Call 
( 2 1 7 ) 4 9 3 - 7 5 5 9 . 
www.myeiuhome.com
________________________ 4/31
Close to campus. Nice, clean apart-
ments. 1 and 2 bedroom. Starting 
at $250 a bedroom. For spring se-
mester 2017, fall semester 2017. No 
pets. Fully furnished except beds. 
Off-street parking and laundry on-
site. Some restrictions do apply. Call 
or text (314) 334-3994. 
_________________________ 5/2
   1512 A Street, P. O. Box 377   Charleston, IL 61920 
  217 345-4489 – Fax 345-4472 
     www.woodrentals. com 
10 Year Price Rollback!  
2BR for 2 = $500. 
Now, Spring, or Fall 2017 
½ Block to Lantz 
Get running.
217-581-2816
ACROSS
 1 “What a relief!”
 5 Pleasant scent
10 Gaelic language
14 Per unit
15 Home on an 
estate
16 Fail to persevere
17 Legal actions 
provoked by 
oversimple 
jigsaw puzzles?
20 Lead-in to kraut 
or braten
21 “Well, obviously!”
22 Like some 
French sauces
23 Ad word 
suggesting a lack 
of undesirable 
moisture
25 Object of 
early Christian 
condemnation
27 Mother-of-pearl 
source
31 Like a short play
35 Law documents 
concerning 
pugilists?
38 Tavern
39 Daring
40 See 51-Across
41 Smoke an 
e-cigarette
42 Paris-to-Berlin 
dir.
43 Court precedents 
involving games 
of hoops?
45 Affirmative to 
a commanding 
officer
47 Touchdown pass 
catchers, e.g.
48 Does a tech job
51 With 40-Across, 
common deli 
sandwich
52 Numbskull
55 Animal with an 
opposable thumb
57 Trace of color
61 Attorneys’ fees 
paid with gold 
fillings?
64 Departed
65 Company that 
buried 700,000+ 
unsold video 
games in 1983
66 Journey
67 Love god
68 Tatter
69 Conglomerate 
originally named 
Tokyo Tsushin 
Kogyo
DOWN
 1 Parrots and 
ferrets
 2 Response to a 
joke
 3 Neutral shade
 4 Coaxed
 5 Rock-and-roll 
need
 6 Unwelcome cry 
at the front door
 7 Best
 8 Chocolaty hot 
beverage
 9 Exist
10 Like most 
carousel animals
11 Destroy
12 Internet 
destination
13 Online crafts 
seller
18 What “oopsy” 
signals
19 Graceful birds
24 Like some boat 
motor types
26 Command to a 
dog after a ball is 
thrown
27 Monk’s home
28 Frontiersman 
Daniel
29 Wheel 
connectors
30 Shore birds
32 Humiliate
33 Pickled flower 
bud
34 Lock of hair
36 Annoy
37 Places for 
contacts
41 Troublesome 
critters
43 Flora and fauna
44 South American 
animal also 
known as a “hog-
nosed coon”
46 Big name in lawn 
care
49 Google ___
50 Primitive weapon
52 Not working
53 Bambi, e.g.
54 What a help desk 
provides
56 Ser : Spanish :: 
___ : French
58 Fiddling emperor
59 Smile
60 Get a look at
62 ___ Cruces, N.M.
63 Help
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are ___ by use”: 
Keats
 7 Bugaboos
1  lay with an 
imaginary friend
16 Leader in a suit?
17 Elvira’s love, in 
opera
18 Sicilian Italian 
and others
19 Rub elbows with, 
say
21 More than 
staggers
22 Setting for many 
a political rally
23 Film set 
schlepper
24 Just
25 Extremely 
endomorphic
28 Three sheets to 
the wind
31 Ambassador sent 
by the Vatican
33 Crow
34 Gallery habitué
36 Comedian who 
voiced the lead 
in “The Secret 
Life f Pets”
40 Analogue of Lot’s 
wife in Greek 
mythology
42 Sri ___
43 Runner-up to 
“Baby Got Back” 
on VH1’s “40 
Greatest One-Hit 
Wonders of the 
’90s”
47 “Go ahe d, you 
got me”
48 “And a Voice 
to Sing With” 
memoirist
49 “JAG” spinoff
51 A.L. West team, 
on scoreboards
52 Masthead listing, 
for short
53 Certain choke in 
wrestling
57 Pay off gradually
59 Tour schlepper
60 Like Robinson 
Crusoe
61 Justice who 
wrote the 
unanimous 
decision in 
United States v. 
Nixon
62 Spies
63 Directs (to)
DOWN
 1 Hall & Oates hit 
that asks “What 
went wro g?”
 2 It rocks as it rolls
 3 Holiday ball
 4 The middle 
Karamazov 
brother
 5 Impart
 6 Getting even with
 7 Sign of the 
cross?
 8 Election night 
news
 9 “So ___
happened”
10 U.S. city whose 
nam  looks like 
a form of poker
11 Prime minister 
who helped his 
country land the 
2020 Summer 
Olympics
12 Crawl on CNBC
13 Automotive 
pioneer Bugatti
14 Got lippy with
20 Medevac 
destinations, 
informally
24 Apportioning
26 Beak
27 Trailer for farm 
animals?
29 Dissipate, as 
ardor
30 Island home to 
the Sleeping 
Giant mountain
32 Plains tribe
35 ___ Baptist 
Church, where 
M.L.K. Sr. and Jr. 
preached
37 Where you might 
warm up after a 
run
38 Supercilious
39 Workers making 
lots of dough?
41 Tops
43 Building 
supports
44 Gogol’s Aksenty 
Poprishchin, per 
the title
45 San Ant io-
based refinery 
giant that 
acquired Arco in 
2013
46 Little bark
50 Spenders of 
100-dinar notes 
depicting Nikola 
Tesla
53 Subway ___
54 Subway ___
55 Blowout
56 Fast runner
58 Baby boomer, in 
Aussie slang
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Looking ahead for swim teams 
By Tyler McCluskey 
Assistant Sports Editor | @DEN_Sports
Friday’s swim meet against Saint 
Louis was cancelled due to travel 
concerns with the weather. The 
Panthers will return to action on Jan 
20th where the men’s team will take 
on Ball State and the women’s team 
will see Ball State and Indiana State in 
Terre Haute, IN at 6 p.m.
The Panthers will only have two 
more meets before their season ending 
Summit League Championship start. 
The Championship is four days and 
takes place on Feb. 15-18 hosted by 
IUPUI in Indianapolis. Earlier in the 
season, the House of Champions took 
place at IUPUI where the men’s team 
ended up 11th out of 12 and the 
women’s team also took 11th.
Be fo re  the  Summi t  League 
Championship, the Panthers will see 
the likes of Valparaiso on Jan 28. The 
Panthers saw the Crusaders earlier 
in the season. The women ended up 
defeating Valpo 168.5-86.5. The men 
won 163-99.
Exhibitions
Firelei Báez: Vessels of Genealogies
Reaching Into Inﬁnity: Chul Hyun Ahn
Eli Craven: P.S.  
Phantasmagoria
Now @ THE TARBLE
WHERE THERE’S CHOICE, 
THERE’S HOPE.
Appointments are available this week. 
Most women need only one visit. 
Ask for student discount.
Abortion Care Up to 24 Weeks
618-451-5722 | HOPECLINIC.COM
facebook.com/Warbler-Yearbook
CHECK 
OUT THE
YEARBOOK
ON FACEBOOK
SEAN HASTINGS| THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Lauren Oostman swims the 200-yard backstroke. The Panthers’ meet against Saint Louis was canceled due to 
weather. Eastern will swim against Indiana State and Ball State Friday.
Ball State’s Season
The Cardinals swim teams are 
2-3 on the year with wins coming 
from Albion College and Tiffin for 
the men, while the women defeated 
Tiffin and Grand Valley State. In 
their season opener, Ball State took 
second out of eight teams at the 
Indiana Intercollegiate Meet. Just 
on Saturday, the Cardinals took on 
Eastern Michigan and lost a close one 
150-125. 
On the women’s side, the Cardinals 
took seventh out of 10 teams in the 
Miami (OH) Invitational.Anne 
Vormohr ended with a sixth place 
finish with a time of 2:02.60 in the 
200-back. Sophie Bader took fifth in 
the 200-fly in the time of 2:04.98.
Indiana State Women’s 
Season
The Sycamores are 2-4 on the year 
with the win over Rose-Hulman, 137-
63 and just recently defeated Butler 
143-107. They also had their mid-
season meet- the Bearcat Invitational, 
which took place in Cincinnati, 
Oh. Blanca Saez-Illobre set a new 
record in the 400 IM with a time of 
4:30.10, which earned her a fourth 
place finish.
Cierra Campbell set a new school 
record in the 1650-free with a time 
of 18:08.08, which got her a fifth 
place finish.
The Panthers take on Ball State 
and Indiana State Friday at 6 p.m. in 
Terre Haute.
Tyler McCluskey can be reached at 
581-2812 or at trmccluskey@eiu.edu.
By Alex Hartman
Track and Field Reporter | @DEN_Sports
With a month gap in between 
meets, Eastern’s men and women 
of indoor track competed over the 
long weekend at the University of 
Illinois at the Illini Classic. Both 
sides found great individual success 
and had a combined strong meet 
overall. The men finished fifth, just 
one point shy of 4th place DePaul. 
For the women they finished fourth 
out of eleven, and again, just one 
point shy of third place Notre 
Dame. 
A s  a  t e a m ,  E a s t e r n  h a d  a 
combined fifteen finishers in the 
top five in their events. The top 
finishing teams at the meet however 
were: University of Illinois in first 
for the men’s followed by Southern 
Illinois and Notre Dame to round 
out the top three. Then for the 
women’s side: Southern Illinois 
finished first followed by University 
of Illinois, and Notre Dame. 
The teams found great success in 
many different events at the meet 
with a few personal records set as 
well as EIU school record book 
shifts in a few events. 
T h e  s t a n d o u t s  f o r  E a s t e r n 
included senior sprinter Anita Saffa, 
who finished first in the 60-meter 
dash with a personal record as well 
as a second-best in Eastern history 
time of 7.56 seconds. Then she 
went on to finish second in the 
200-meter dash, with a time of 
25.05.
 Fo r  t h e  w o m e n’s  d i s t a n c e 
r u n n e r s ,  s e n i o r  Iv y  Ha n d l e y 
finished fifth in the mile with a 
time of 5:05.70. Also, senior Julie 
Track and field finds success in Champaign
James finished third in the 800 
meter with a time of 2:15.27.
For men’s distance there was 
a great time ran by senior Riley 
Mcinerney, who finished first in the 
3000-meter with a time of 8:15.75, 
and is ranked nationally in the top 
15 in the event as well as eight in 
EIU record books for the event. 
Fellow distance runner, junior Chris 
Orlow finished fifth in the mile 
with a time of 4:20.26.
 In the field events Eastern also 
found great success with many 
athletes getting top five places, like 
fourth place finishers: junior high 
jumper Haleigh Knapp, sophomore 
thrower Adam Kessler in shot put, 
and the pair of long jumpers junior 
Davion McManis and sophomore 
Joe Smith. 
Eastern’s indoor men and women 
teams will continue their season 
after a week, back home at Lantz 
Fieldhouse at the annual John Craft 
invite January 21st.  
Alex Hartman can be reached at 581-
2812 or at ataihartman@eiu.edu.
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By mark Shanahan
Women’s Basketball Reporter | @DEN_
Sports
A great start to the game was 
quickly forgotten in the second 
half of the Eastern women’s bas-
ketball game against Austin Peay 
on Saturday.
The Panthers shot 51.7 percent 
in the first half and took a 34-
25 lead before the offense disap-
peared resulting in a 69-59 loss. 
With the loss, Eastern falls to 
5-13 overall and 1-5 against the 
Ohio Valley Conference. Austin 
Peay improves to 9-10 and 3-3 in 
the OVC.
Eastern coach Debbie  Black 
went with a different lineup on 
Saturday with sophomore Brittin 
Boyer and freshman Zharia Lenior 
getting their first starts of the sea-
son. Boyer finished with 18 points 
and Lenoir had four rebounds, 
three assist and three steals in her 
first career start. 
Black’s decision to start those 
two was for better defense and 
more length. 
“I thought maybe our length 
would bother them and it proved 
to work out in the first half we re-
ally just didn’t finish the game,” 
Black said. “We played maybe 23 
minutes of basketball.”
Junior  Grace  Lennox led a l l 
scorers in the game with 22 points 
along with three assists to con-
tinue her impressive stat sheet in 
conference play. Eastern opened 
up the game on a 13-2 run and 
the defense held Austin Peay in 
check as they shot just 26 percent 
in the first quarter. Eastern led 
17-11 at the end of the first pe-
riod. 
Eastern continued its impressive 
start to the game in the second 
quarter starting with an 8-1 run to 
take a double-digit lead. The Pan-
thers took their biggest lead of the 
day midway through the second 
when they went up 28-16. 
The second half was all Austin 
Peay, beginning with a 7-0 run to 
tie the game up at 38 and even-
tually took their first lead of the 
game with three minutes left in 
the third quarter. A basket by Len-
nox in the f inal seconds of the 
third gave Eastern the lead 50-48 
heading into the final quarter. 
Boyer said that Austin Peay was 
the one throwing the punches in 
the second half.
“We have to be the ones that 
punch f i r s t  and  I  thought  we 
were the ones gett ing punched 
in that second half,” Boyer said. 
“ That  comes  f rom ever ybody. 
That comes from the people on 
the court,  that comes from the 
bench.”
The four th  quar ter  was  one 
to forget for the Panthers who 
shot just 28 percent and let Aus-
tin Peay run away with the game. 
Austin Peay went on a 14-1 run to 
begin the fourth, taking advantage 
of the lack of offense for the Pan-
thers. Eastern was outscored 21-9 
in the final period. 
After the tough loss, Black said 
the team needs to start thinking 
they can get these kind of wins. 
“These guys have to star t  to 
believe that they can win these 
games,” Black said.
The  Panthe r s  w i l l  be  home 
again this Wednesday when they 
we lcome Tennes see -Mar t in  to 
Lantz Arena at 6 p.m.
Mark Shanahan can be reached at 
581-2812 or mmshanahan@eiu.
By Sean Hastings 
Sports Editor| @DEN_Sports
Senior Demetrius McReynolds and 
junior Muusa Dama both notched sea-
son high point totals, recording double 
doubles in the process, but the Panthers 
fell to Austin Peay 92-84. 
McReynolds finished with 32 points 
and 12 rebounds. Dama scored 16 
points, topping his former career high 
he set last game against Murray State, 
and grabbed 10 rebounds. 
McReynolds made 13 baskets to give 
him his 32 points and only three of 
those were 3-pointers and he was able to 
do that because he was doing “a bunch 
of other things,” Spoonhour said. And 
that’s how you score a lot of points. 
Eastern was able to get the ball down 
low more and were able to feed Dama 
the ball more and McReynolds was 
driving to the basket including a big 
dunk in the face of an Austin Peay de-
fender. 
Dama said he has been working on 
his post play with McReynolds and 
Spoonhour. 
And when the lane was not open, 
Eastern had jumpers to take, which 
was part of the problem against Mur-
ray State, but had better shot selection 
this time around and Spoonhour said 
it’s just a matter of time until they fig-
ure it all out. 
“You recognize the things you get 
better at and they’re attitude, the stuff 
that they’re saying it’s not put on. That’s 
how they are everyday,” Spoonhour said. 
“I truly feel that we’re going to figure it 
all out.”
The loss dropped the Panthers to 1-4 
in Ohio Valley Conference play; and 
looking at the talent the Panthers have 
all around, the record does not speak for 
that. 
Eastern has much of its season left, 
but still cannot afford to lose the games 
they are losing. 
“You’re early in the thing, but you’re 
running out of games to figure stuff 
out,” Spoonhour said. “The thing I told 
(the team) is I feel like their effort and 
approach to everything is good, but 
we’re doing some fatal things you can’t 
do to win games.”
Some of those fatal things include 
putting a player on the line after having 
a good possession and give them points 
and give opponents easy offensive put 
backs. 
Spoonhour said the Panthers give up 
more And-1’s than any team he has ever 
had. 
And as Spoonhour said, he was fine 
with the shots the Panthers took against 
Austin Peay, but they have to be able to 
knock down an open shot. 
Junior Montell Goodwin and soph-
omore Casey Teson each had open 
3-pointers, but were unable to sink 
them. 
“You get Casey Teson to shoot an 
open 3, what do you want him to do?” 
Spoonhour said. “He’s got to shoot it 
in.”
Going forward Spoonhour will take 
those shots each game, he said. 
Sean Hastings can be reached at 
581-2812 or smhastings@eiu.edu.
BrYAn BUnD | THE DAILY EASTErn nE wS
Guard Demetrius McReynolds pushes his way into the lane against a Aus-
tin Peay defender. He finished the game with 32 points and 12 rebounds.
Women lose fourth straight contest
VEnk ATA PooSAPATI | THE DAILY EASTErn nE wS
Junior Grace Lennox drives at the basket agianst an Austin Peay defender 
Saturday at Lantz Arena. Lennox led all scorers with 22 points in the Pan-
thers’ 69-59 loss to the OVC conference opponent.
Panthers fall 92-84
McReynolds big game not enough to overcome Governors
By maher kawash
Basketball Reporter | @DEN_Sports 
It is no secret that the Eastern men’s 
basketball team has had its fair share of 
struggles as of late, but what some might 
not realize is how close this Panthers 
squad is. 
After back-to-back conference losses, 
Panther head coach Jay Spoonhour em-
phasized how great his players are and 
how special their bond and chemistry is 
regardless of the outcome. 
It begins with the addition of the new-
comers that have clearly added skill on 
both sides of the court, but seemingly 
have great locker room personalities ac-
cording to Spoonhour. 
It is no understatement how hard that 
could be for any team in any sport while 
wins are hard to come by in any given 
stretch. 
Not to mention the importance of this 
part of the schedule for Eastern. 
The Panthers have won just one 
of their first five Ohio Valley Confer-
ence games, and to add some salt to the 
wound, the last two came on their home 
court. 
But they are close. 
Eastern has either held a first half lead 
before seeing it slip away as well as seeing 
a comeback attempt fall just short down 
the stretch. 
Junior college transfer Muusa Dama is 
one of those newcomers who has made a 
difference on and off the court as his head 
coach raved about how smart the 6 foot 9 
center is to go with his upbeat personality. 
His dominance down low has be-
come a pivotal part of his game and any 
win that could come the Panthers way, 
as teammates such as Montell Goodwin 
emphasized, the importance of feeding 
Dama to create better shot attempts.
The strong team chemistry also comes 
from the returning veteran leadership in 
Terrell Lewis and Demetrius McReyn-
olds. 
McReynolds scored a career high 32 
points in the loss against Austin Peay, but 
the first thing he talked about following 
the game was the team effort. 
McReynolds said it is important for 
him to lead by example as he continues 
to strive on being the first one in the gym 
and the last to leave. 
That extra time not only leads him to 
posting career point totals but also easi-
ly notching a double-double with 12 re-
bounds. 
Lewis has also led by example starting 
every game since he came on as a fresh-
man and now officially tied for the all-
time assist total in Eastern men’s basket-
ball history. 
It is that general team desire to win 
that has kept Eastern close in these tough 
losses, but they now try to continue that 
as it is still early in the conference sched-
ule. 
The Panthers get their next shot at a 
win on the road Thursday at Tennessee-
Martin. 
Maher Kawash can be reached at 
581-2812 or mwkawash@eiu.edu. 
Team chemistry 
working for Panthers
BrYAn BUnD | THE DAILY EASTErn nE wS
Junior wing Ray Crossland plays defense against an Austin Peay ballhan-
dler Saturday at Lantz Arena. Crossland scored 6 points in the Panthers 
92-84 loss to the visiting Governors.
